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AGM & conference - 25 March 2025  

Decline in volunteering - your calls for action from the UK 

Government: 

We asked everyone in attendance at the AGM – individual members, volunteer-
involving organisations (VIOs), partners, funders, and organisations that encourage 
their people to volunteer – to discuss what the UK Government can do to mitigate 
the challenges of the decline in volunteering. This is what you said: 

 Address public mental health crisis: training for VIOs and staff supporting 
volunteers and consider implications for volunteering.  

 Clarity around benefits and volunteering (DWP). 

 Perception and benefits of volunteering.  

 Tech and digital accessibility.  

 Resources and funding for programmes for certain communities (e.g. young 
people). 

 Funding for specific service to skills match new Scots with volunteering 
opportunities. 

 UK government is wanting to help people off of benefits and into work: [we 
need] funding for VIOs to provide training and a link to employment, would 
help.  

 Stronger link between volunteering and employment and recognition from 
government and industry.  

 Better recognition of volunteering as a career step/prior learning. 
 


