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Volunteer Glasgow does amazing things every day.

We believe that people’s unpaid contributions to their 
communities and city need to be better recognised, 
supported and valued in order to make Glasgow and 
Scotland healthier, smarter, more resilient and inclusive.

The money raised by volunteer fundraisers is vital 
in helping Volunteer Glasgow provide training, run 
our Befriending and Mentoring service for young and 
older people and support volunteer organisations 
across the city.

We rely on fundraising to continue our valuable work, 
and an important portion of this comes from events 
and activities organised by hard-working supporters: 
like you! 

You can start fundraising for Volunteer Glasgow today!

How you can fundraise for 
Volunteer Glasgow 

What’s amazing about fundraising is that you can really 
do anything to raise money for us – the choice is yours!

To help you decide, we’ve filled this booklet full of ideas 
big and small, inspirational stories, example events and 
some tips and advice to get you started. Remember, 
Volunteer Glasgow also has a dedicated Fundraising 
Officer to offer you help and guidance along the way. 

How you can help
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A donation of any size, whether a one-off or regular, 
makes all the difference. You can choose to have your 
donation benefit a particular project or area of Volunteer 
Glasgow’s work, or you can donate more broadly to 
support us as an entire organisation. Wherever you 
choose for your money to go, you’re creating positive 
change in the city.

How the money 
you raise helps 

£10

Karen’s Story

funds activities on a 
befriending visit with 
a young person.

£25
could pay for additional 
skills training for our 
welcome volunteer team.

£50
can provide a networking 
morning for volunteer 
managers across the city. 

£250
could provide a day out 
for our Older Person’s 
Lunch Club. 

£400
would cover the cost of one young person’s 
participation in the Volunteering Works course.

Karen started fundraising in aid of her brother’s charity-
supported MS treatment and, after retiring, decided to 
really throw herself into volunteering and raising money. 
She hosts regular ladies’ lunches to fundraise for great 
organisations in Glasgow and is currently one of our 
very own volunteers with Young Person’s Befriending. 
She says; 

“I decided to fundraise for Volunteer Glasgow’s Young 
Person’s Befriending Service because it’s a wonderful 
service. Having been a teacher for many years and 
working in very different areas in and around Glasgow 
I’m well aware of the many circumstances that families 
find themselves in that prevent them from being able to 
provide supportive childhood relationships without some 
help. That help is given by your wonderful organisation 
and I’m proud to be part of it.”

“I think fundraising is a great thing 
to do! Not only does it generate 
some much needed income, but 
it also raises awareness of the 
organisation. Sometimes people are 
unaware of the services that are out 
there and with a little prompting and 
exposure along with a cup of tea and 
cake (or a glass of Prosecco and a 
party dress) we can encourage more 
people to get involved!”
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Whether you’re fundraising as an individual, part of a 
club, a member of a faith group or at work, here are 
some ideas to get you on your way. 

Take part in a challenge event
Every year, Volunteer Glasgow 
will support staff and volunteers 
to join events like the Glasgow 
10k and the Kilt Walk: do you fancy joining in? You can 
also choose to raise funds for us as part of any other 
event, whether it’s a 10k marathon or a pedalo race. 
Email us at fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org
for advice on how.

Hold a coffee morning
This is great way to have a blether and raise 
some money at the same time! Recruit people 
to help make hot drinks, and ask everyone 
to bring along delicious treats to sell. Host it 
outside if the weather’s lovely!

Crafternoon
Get together with friends and family to cut, craft, knit 
and stick - all with the aim of supporting volunteering. 
You can chose to sell your creations or get people to 
donate in exchange for       teaching them a new skill.

What you could do
Do something different
Part of what makes volunteering great is the opportunity 
to try something new, so why not try the same 
with your fundraising? Swap roles with your 
colleague for a day, try out your partner’s 
favourite hobby or simply try going a day 
without electronics. 

Matched giving
Your employer may match some, or all, of the 
sponsorship funds you raise. No harm in asking!

Schools fundraising
We can provide dedicated support for  
teachers and students: please get in touch at 
fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org  
to find out more. 
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Whether you’re an experienced fundraiser or this 
is your first try, Volunteer Glasgow will be with you 
every step of the way to offer advice, support and 
materials to ensure that whatever you do is a great 
success! No matter what you’re planning, please get 
in touch to let us know and find out how we can help. 

Materials we can offer to support
your fundraising include:
• Collection tins
• Donation envelopes
• Banners
• T-shirts 

We really love chatting to fundraisers about their 
events and can help you with ideas, logistics and 
planning, so don’t hesitate to get in touch. We’re 
available on 0141 226 3431 or you can email at 
fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org.

Who will be there?
Where will your event be held?
When will your event take place? 
What materials do you need 
from Volunteer Glasgow? 

Planning your fundraiser

Event checklist

You want to tell everybody about your fundraising.

Word of mouth
Spread the word about your event to friends, 
colleagues and your local community.

Online and via social media
Don’t forget to email people you think would 
like to support you and post about what 
you’re up to on social media!

Posters and flyers
Create posters and flyers to support your 
fundraising and display them at work or around 
town: just make sure to ask for permission first!
 

Radio and press
Local media are always interested in hearing about 
events and activities happening in the 
community. Send them a press release 
and invite them to report about your event! 

Share with us too!
We’d love for you to share your stories with 
Volunteer Glasgow – keep us updated on your events, 
ask questions and share your pictures:
       facebook.com/volunteerglasgow

       twitter.com/volunteerglasgo

Share it!
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Recommended site
We recommend that you use GoFundMe,  
where Volunteer Glasgow is a registered charity. 
GoFundMe is a free fundraising platform that’s 
easy to set up and use. We can also support you 
to create a project page on our KindLink profile.

There are lots of advantages to setting up a 
page with either GoFundMe or through Volunteer 
Glasgow’s KindLink account. It’s simple and 
fun, with clear directions from the site and a real 
chance to personalise your fundraising. You can 
email or text the link to friends, colleagues or 
family and have people donating in no time. 

Online fundraising
Ian is a volunteer with our intandem 
youth mentoring service. A few years 
after getting involved, Ian decided to 
do something incredible: take part in 
the Great Scottish Run! Ian knows 

first-hand the incredible impact of the service 
and ran a half-marathon to prove it! By taking 
part in the run, Ian raised an outstanding  
£380 for the project through GoFundMe.

Ian’s Story



Guide to Fundraising 13

If you’ve set up all your giving to happen online, 
we’ll automatically receive whatever funds you’ve 
raised. If you have any other forms of donations 
here’s what to do:

Passing on donations

Make sure people know
Add your fundraising page web
address into your email signature, 
or into your social media bios. Every email 
or Tweet you send will be helping to raise 
awareness of your fundraising. Make sure 
to keep your page updated and post new 
pictures or videos regularly to keep people 
coming back.

Set targets
If you’re taking part in a challenge, set 
a fundraising target. This helps to keep 
you motivated and lets donors know how 
much they’re helping you reach your goal. 
If you get people close to you to donate 
generously, others will follow. Make use 
of online donation pages to allow people 
from further afield to donate.

Use GiftAid
If you’re a UK tax payer, remember to fill 
out a Gift Aid declaration form. This will 
allow us to claim an extra 25p for every  
£1 donated. 

Top tips

Cash: Visit our offices in person  
at Abbey House (1st Floor),  
10 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, G2 6LU.

Cheque: Please make cheques 
payable to ‘Volunteer Glasgow’  
and send them to Volunteer Glasgow, 
Abbey House (1st Floor), 10 Bothwell 
Street, Glasgow, G2 6LU. 

Guide to Fundraising
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Risk assessment
Identify any hazards and assess any risks at your 
activity that you’ll need to consider. Make sure you 

have adequate first aid cover available for 
the scale of your activity. If you’re not sure 
about what you might need, check with 
your Local Authority. 

Under 18s
If you are under 18, your legal guardian is 
responsible for you. Please show them this 
booklet and make sure they’re happy with 
what you’ve chosen to do. 

Publicity material
When you are writing about your event you need 

to say it is being held ‘in aid of Volunteer 
Glasgow, charity number SC005462’. 
Please get in touch if you want to use  
our logo on your own materials. 

Licences
Ask us, or your Local Authority, whether you need to 
get any special licences (e.g. public entertainment or 
collection licences) for what you plan to do. 
Leave plenty of time to arrange these. If you are 
holding your event in a public space, you must 
have permission from the council or landowner.

Raffles
If you hold a small raffle as part of your activity you do 
not need a licence, so long as all ticket sales and the 

draw itself take place during the main event. 
Tickets must all be sold at the same price with 
no discounts applied. You must make it clear 
who is running the raffle.

Insurance
Please remember that you are responsible for the 
activity and Volunteer Glasgow cannot accept liability 
for any fundraising activity or event you undertake. If 
you are planning an activity that involves the general 
public you’ll need to budget for public liability insurance, 
which can be obtained from any insurer. If 
you are holding the event in a venue which 
has public liability insurance (like a pub 
or community hall) check they have the 
appropriate insurance and that it covers 
what you’re doing.

Keep it legal, keep it safe 
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Gifts in kind
Helping us to support volunteering in 
Glasgow doesn’t always have to involve 
giving money. We welcome gifts in kind 
that help provide a little extra support to our 
services. Examples of the kind of gifts we 
can receive include:

• Free access to rooms or venues 
• Offers of transport 
• Offers of catering for events 
• Activity materials for young  
 and older people in befriending services 

Other ways to support 

Gifts in wills
Leaving a gift in your will is a valuable and 
lasting way that you can support us – and 
it’s easier than you may think.

Whether you’re making a new will, or if you 
already have a will and would like to consider 
changing it to incorporate a gift to Volunteer 
Glasgow, you can find guidance online:
www.irwinmitchell.com/personal/wills-
trusts-estates/wills/guide/leaving-money-
to-charity 

If you would like to speak to someone 
about leaving a gift in your will to Volunteer 
Glasgow, you can get in touch via 
fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org or by 
calling us on 0141 226 3431.
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A gift in celebration
If you have something special 
coming up, such as a birthday 
or a wedding, you could ask 
friends and family to make a donation 
to Volunteer Glasgow instead of giving 
gifts. You can do this online through 
KindLink or you can get in touch via 
fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org to 
request envelopes for cash donations. 
Please do get in touch and let us  
know how we can support you. 

Thank you! 

Celebrate a life
Celebrate the life of a loved one by raising funds 
to support our work. Many people choose to 
commemorate their loved one by raising funds in 
their memory, and there are many ways to do this. 

Collections
You may want to encourage people 
to make a donation in lieu of flowers 
or other gifts at a funerary service. Some people 
also choose to have envelopes available to make 
a donation. We can support you by providing 
donation envelopes and some wording about the 
area of the organisation you’ve chosen to support. 
You can email us to request envelopes at 
fundraising@volunteerglasgow.org 

Set up an online fundraising page 
You can also fundraise online in 
memory of a loved one by setting up 
a personalised online giving page. 
We recommend using GoFundMe. 

Fundraising through these sites is quick and 
simple for you, your friends and family. You can 
also use the site to upload photographs and 
memories of your loved one.



Empowering People 
to Make Glasgow

Registered office:
Abbey House (1st Floor),
10 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, G2 6LU
Tel. 0141 226 2561
www.volunteerglasgow.org

Find out more on how to help us at: 
volunteerglasgow.org/support-us

And our latest reports are at: 
volunteerglasgow.org/about-us


