
     

Corporate Volunteer Days are a great way to connect with your staff, the local community 

and help enhance the free, open greenspace and rich heritage of Scotland’s canals. 

We can work together to achieve your corporate social responsibility objectives with 

volunteering opportunities and team building in the outdoors. All corporate donations go 

towards conserving and protecting our historic waterways and helping the communities who 

live along them. 

For more information and get involved, please contact. 

John McGowan on 07717178320        John.McGowan@scottishcanals.co.uk 

Carol Bell on 07918375842        Carol.Bell2@scottishcanals.co.uk 

The vision is that Scotland’s canals create brighter futures for people, wildlife and places by 

connecting people with the canal network, changing lives, enhancing the environment and 

inspiring communities across Scotland. 

Volunteering activities provide opportunities for people to learn and develop new skills in 

addition to helping preserve canal side spaces leaving lasting legacies for local communities 

who benefit from the unique outdoor environment of Scotland’s canals.  Longer term, groups 

and organisations can adopt a stretch of canal to care for and commit to carrying out regular 

minor supervised maintenance and improvement tasks.  

Litter picking, Vegetation Control, Garden Maintenance, Painting the canal metal fencing and 

structures are some of the ways you will be able to help to ensure our beautiful canal side 

continues to flourish. 

Volunteering activities focus on delivering benefits under the following aims: 

� Communities and Regeneration – creating opportunities for people to learn new skills 

and improve their employment prospects, benefit from volunteering and improved 

towpath and canal side environment. 

� Environment and Heritage – conserving, creating and improving canal side 

environments and canal heritage assets in urban and rural communities giving people 

the opportunity to participate in and learn about the Scottish Canals rich natural and 

built heritage and its industrial past. 

� Learning and Skills Development – inspiring all generations to participate in and 

engage with Scottish canals as an outdoor classroom in order to gain new skills, 

increase employment prospects and progress to positive destinations whilst actively 

caring for and protecting the canal and its environment. 

� Health – developing projects that encourage the use of the canals for fun, play, physical 

activity and recreation, which assist people in improving their health and well-being 

and overall quality of life. 

 



     

Donations also contribute towards providing volunteering activities including support from the 

Volunteer Development Officer and the provision of materials and equipment.   

 

 

 

The Forth and Clyde Canal runs from Grangemouth in the East to Bowling in the West. 

The Union Canal runs from the Falkirk Wheel to Edinburgh. 

Volunteers assist Scottish Canals with the maintenance required to keep this part of our 

countryside in good condition. 

Areas volunteers have assisted Scottish Canals with maintenance are: 

Bowling Marina and Old Kirkpatrick area 

Bowling Marina is a beautiful spot where the canal meets the Clyde. General maintenance to 

the vegetation, the garden furniture, litter picking. Metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Weeding the marina area and planting seasonal plants. 

Bowling Beach. Bowling Beach is on the River Clyde and is part of the Marina. The beach 

catches a great amount of litter and plastic flowing from the city. Volunteers litter pick this 

area on a regular frequency to try to control the litter and stop the plastic reaching the sea. 

Dalmuir Drop Lock; The canal runs under the main road through Clydebank. To allow boats 

to navigate this obstruction the Dalmuir Drop Lock operates and allows boats under the road 

to navigate the obstruction. The Drop Lock Site requires general maintenance to; the 

vegetation, the garden furniture, litter picking. Metal railings are in a very poor condition. 

The old paint and rust scrapped, the metal railings cleaned and new paint applied to 

maintain the metal for another 7-10 years 

The Clydebank Area. General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 

Lock 35 off Great Western Road; Cyclic maintenance to the vegetation and litter picking. 

Various volunteer groups and Sustrans have created a Wild Flower patch, from a “Litter Hot 

Spot” The canal footbridge and metal railings require scrapped, cleaned and painted to give 

this area a complete transformation. 

Linvale Bascule Bridge; General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 



     

Bearsden, Westerton, Netherton. General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s 

edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 

Anniesland Lock 27; General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal. Weeding and planting seasonal 

plants. 

 

Maryhill, Ruchill, Lambhill areas; General maintenance to the vegetation, and litter picking. 

The Maryhill Lock Flight; General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal. Walls will have old mortar 

removed, repointed with lime. 

Bishopbriggs, Kirkintilloch General Maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal. 

Twechar. General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge vegetation and litter 

removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Litter picking the 

towpath and edge of the canal. 

 

Auchinstarry near Kilsyth; Sensory Garden. This is a very popular area for volunteers and the 

garden is a great funded project. The Sensory Garden requires all year garden maintenance. 

Groups are required on a weekly basis over the “growing” season.  

The marina is a lovely spot on the canal. Scottish Canals have the tools required for the 

garden maintenance we just need volunteers. Should the group pick this I can guarantee a 

great experience and should a donation be available we buy plants to allow the volunteer to 

be proud of their day out volunteering. 

 

Bonneybridge. General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge vegetation and 

litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Litter 

picking the towpath and edge of the canal.  

The Falkirk Wheel; the only rotating boat lift in the “whole wide world”. Volunteers assist 

Scottish Canals with general maintenance of the vegetation at the paths and stairways clear 

the weeds and edge the grass. Garden furniture maintained, and litter pick the canal towpath 

leading to the site. Scrap, clean and paint metal railings to protect the metal from rust. Weed 

the marina and garden areas and plant seasonal plants. 



     

Camelon next to Falkirk General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge 

vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal. 

 

The Glasgow Branch (close to the City centre) 

Spiers Wharf, Applecross area, Pinkston Water Sports, to Firhill. 

This stretch of canal was revitalised and is a very busy part of the canal and towpath as the 

centre of Glasgow is close to this area. However, it does not seem like you are in the City. 

You are in the countryside surrounded by nature and wildlife. 

 Volunteers are assisting with the maintenance to the towpath metal railings, pedestrian 

bridge at the Applecross office block for Scottish Canals. The metal railings require a scrape, 

clean and paint to protect the metal from rust.  

Pinkston Water Sports  

Planters at the Pinkston Water Wave Section require vegetation control. The area around the 

planters requires the vegetation removed and the metal railings scrapped cleaned and 

painted. 

 

 

The Union Canal 

General maintenance to the vegetation, the garden furniture, litter picking.                                

Metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Weeding the marina areas. Planting seasonal 

plants. Areas we are active in are: 

Fountain Bridge; Central Edinburgh. General maintenance to the towpath and canal 

water’s edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, 

cleaned and painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 

Wester Hailes. There is a very real problem with litter in this area.   General maintenance 

to the towpath and canal water’s edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and 

metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the 

canal 

Hermiston, Calder Crescent Entrance to the Union Canal This is a litter hot spot. General 

maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal 

furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Litter picking the towpath and 

edge of the canal 



     

Ratho. . General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s edge vegetation and litter 

removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Litter picking the 

towpath and edge of the canal 

Broxburn and Port Buchan is a stopping point with picnic facilities and we keep the 

furniture and area in a tidy condition, litter picking the area 

Linlithgow. Capital of the Union Canal. General maintenance to the towpath and canal 

water’s edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, 

cleaned and painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 

Redding, Brightons, Polmont. . General maintenance to the towpath and canal water’s 

edge vegetation and litter removed. Canal furniture and metal railings scrapped, cleaned and 

painted. Litter picking the towpath and edge of the canal 

 

Monklands Canal 

Coatbridge. General maintenance to the vegetation, the garden furniture, litter picking. 

Metal railings scrapped, cleaned and painted. Weeding and planting plants. 

 

Winter Months 

Volunteering continues during the winter. As the seasonal vegetation dies-down, we get easy 

access to the litter hidden by the seasonal growth. Scottish Canals will create an event for 

your group to get outside and make a difference to the litter problems created during the 

growing season 


